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NFL COMMISSIONER ROGER GOODELL, ARMY VICE CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL LLOYD 
AUSTIN, REPS. MIKE THOMPSON, GUS BILIRAKIS JOIN FORCES TO TACKLE 

TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY   
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell, U.S. Army Vice Chief of Staff General J. 
Lloyd Austin, III and Reps. Mike Thompson (CA-1) and Gus Bilirakis, co-chairs of the Congressional 
Military Veterans Caucus today joined forces at a meeting hosted on Capitol Hill to discuss a 
collaborative, public-private effort to combat traumatic brain injury (TBI).  
 
Said Thompson, “Too many American heroes defending our nation overseas, and too many 
athletes who give their heart and soul to our nation’s most popular sport are suffering from 
traumatic brain injuries. We need a public-private partnership that brings together the resources 
and best research to develop the technology and equipment needed to best prevent brain injury. 
Working together with leaders in Congress, the NFL and Army we can make smart investments in 
the kind of equipment and technology that will drastically reduce traumatic brain injury.” 
 
Said Bilirakis, “Head injuries are the signature - and oftentimes invisible - wounds of war. They are 
not a sign of weakness or a character flaw, but rather the catalyst of other more serious illnesses, 
including Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Through advancements 
in research, diagnostics and treatment, we hope to learn more about head injuries and how we can 
better diagnose and treat our service members and athletes both on and off the field. I would like to 
thank NFL Commissioner Goodell, U.S. Army General Austin, my fellow Members of the Military 
Veterans’ Caucus and the Brain Injury Task Force for their participation in this effort. I look forward 
to working with them as we work toward these common goals.” 
 
Said Commissioner Goodell, "We appreciate the leadership of Reps. Thompson and Bilirakis and 
the participation of General Austin and two dozen members of Congress. Working together we can 
lead in raising awareness on this issue that affects players in all sports, our men and women in the 
armed forces, and the broader public." 
 
Said General Austin, "We have made great strides in recent years in our efforts to better prevent, 
diagnose and treat traumatic brain injuries.  TBI affects a significant portion of our population, and 
not just within our military ranks or among professional athletes, but across society as a whole.  
What we do know is that with proper physical and mental rest, the vast majority of individuals who 
experience a TBI will fully recover.  And so, our goal is to continue to educate folks and to pursue 
the kinds of partnerships, like the one we share with the NFL, that will lead to further advances 
sooner in the areas of research, science & technology and treatment methods.  The outcomes will 
benefit our servicemen and women, athletes at all levels and the approximately 1.7 million people 
in the U.S. who sustain a traumatic brain injury each year."   
 



Between 2000 and 2012 more than 244,000 service members have been diagnosed with TBI.  
Outside of the military, nearly 2 million people across our country suffer a TBI each year, including 
NFL players and athletes of all ages in all sports.  

 
Congressman Mike Thompson is proud to represent California’s 1st Congressional District, which 
includes the Counties of Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Sonoma, Napa, and Yolo. He is a senior 
member of the House Ways and Means Committee and the House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence. Rep. Thompson is also a member of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coalition and sits 
on the bipartisan, bicameral Congressional Wine Caucus.  
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